Hooray, hooray- it's Spring!!

Personally, | have hadorethan enough winter this year and | am not in tlastidit sad to see it go. Actually | would be quite
happy if it never returned! | know, | know; thexee plenty of you who enjoy the seasons, but camheFifty-five inches of
snow and thirteen inches of rain...Too bad | candrgify the winds because that would be an outragjgdugh number too! |
actually did not mind the brief bout of tropicaihtperatures during the Easter season. How many tthes can | boast that |
cooked the Easter lamb on the barbecue!

But back to that horrendous winter. While New Egkesked in one snow day and cancelled two sale days, | have

been amazed at the diligence and perseverance dfetv Eyes for the Needy volunteers. You have litdlhe elements time
and again during this past winter. Your dedicatiod loyalty have been an inspiration to me ashaue trod into the building
bundled up and/or wet and windblown — always wittiles on your faces and ready to work. I've satokefore and I'll say it
again: you are our engine; you are what keeps Ny going and going and going.

So faithful volunteers, mailmen have nothing oveu:y‘Neither snow nor rain” keeps you “from the &wiompletion of your
appointed rounds.” You are all true friends of NEyes: in fair weather and in bad! Thank you fourytime and service.

Here’s to a gentle spring and lovely summer!
Jean Gajano

S
“The Heart of New Eyes” went off without a hitchor the big snowfall that threatened the evenmgch to the relief of the
event committee! The February 6th party boastewsvirom Connie Fowler’'s “Let’'s Have a Taste” amdshd’oeuvres catered
by “Just Delicious” with entertainment from logalsicians Michelle Brick and Misha Fatkiev. Boardmber Brad Galle and
his wife Colleen generously opened their Summit @donhost the evening (and actually kept the whiteg room rug in place
for the party —brave people!)
This year New Eyes had the opportunity to acknogéeaind honor volunteers Kathey Coombs and Mary Mi@ras recipients
of the Julia Lawrence Terry Award, named for owrrfder.
The award recognizes volunteers for their dedioadiod
time devoted to furthering the New Eyes for the dNemis-
sion of providing glasses to the poor in the Ur&l aver-
seas. Kathey and Mary co-chair (along with Pat Ginal)
theFabulous FindsShowroom jewelry sales committee and
contribute countless hours to the gift shop. ntissecret
why Fabulous Findsuns so smoothly—these ladies run a
tight ship and devote their time and energy to enga suc-
cess (more on that later...).
New Eyes also had the chance to honor Robert fevarkt
J.S. Hoagland Opticians in New York City for Hoagll's
many years of dedicated partnership with New Eggso-
viding over 7,100 pairs of prescription eyeglasses the
past ten years to the city’s poor.
Julia Lawrence Terry Volunteer Award recipi- Best line of the night goes to ou_r Executive Diwc_t
ents Mary Mclntyre (right) and Kathey Coombs>U€ Dyckman: “They say America runs on Dunkin.
Well, New Eyes runs on our volunteers.” How very
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Robert Foerster of J.S. Hoagland Opticians
with Board President Clelia Biamonti
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Though they would never tell you, the Fabulous Eirftl
ladies have had a fantastic year at the resale shop ,
They have surpassed their budget by over 25%lto tal
a grand total of $49,965 for the New Eyes 2009-2010
fiscal year ending March $1That translates to 833 »
pairs of new glasses that New Eyes can purchase for
poor individuals in the U.S.! The showroom’s susces
is a testament to the hard work (and excellenssale

skills!) of the Fabulous Finds volunteers. Theyéha  $-

outdone themselves... even in the face of fallingadon
tions of gold and other fine jewelry as the pulalte-
large has been lured to sell their gold jewelrydash.
...even though the showroom was closed twice for in-
clement weatherandeven though there was one less
Saturday sale for the year. How did they do it2 Th
Fabulous Finds ladies would just tell you thatéswv 4
luck. But we know better than that..... -

Sorting It All Out
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3 Kids Rock Again for New Eyes!

Jy It was that time of the year again as local teensrammed,

JJ drummed and sang at the second annual Kids Rock fdvision

93 concert on March 6 held on behalf of New Eyes at.Slohn’s
Lutheran Church in Summit. Young music bands from sir-

J3 rounding towns united for a great cause to raise omey to buy

JJ new prescription eyeglasses for poor children. Thilent was

43 superb and the audience members of families and &nds
rocked away the afternoon. The concert raised ove$8,700—a

J3 Whopping $1,000 more than last year! Many thanks tthe

J3 Taggart family who is the motivating force of thisterrific event.

49 Mom Judy and Dad Peter (also a New Eyes’ Board meneb)
are the guiding hands of the venture while Sam, 16rganizes
and manages the concert and Will, 14, showcases hsnd.

J3 Many thanks also go to The School of Rock, Chatharfor its

JJ sponsorship of the event. New Eyes appreciates tie efforts

99 of these talented teens and looks forward to nexewr's concert!
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the concert to Board President Clelia Biamonti.

Rock On! Kids Rock for Vision participants Will Tgart
(second from left), Sam Taggart (center) and Schbol
Rock manager Art Lima present a check of proceexis f
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&), Eye on You!

A few months ago Acknowl-
edgment Committee chairper-
son Barbara Bilancioni and |
were in an animated discussion
about “Dancing with the Stars”
(hey, you can't worlall the
time...) and Barbara men-
tioned that her fellow commit-
tee member, Dottie Marshall,
was a former professional ball-
room dancer. Yes, a profes-
sional ballroom dancer. Well,
that piqued my curiosity and |
made a beeline for Betty hoping she would sharestoey
with me — and she did!

Dottie Marshall came to New Jersey at the age wdrse
when her family moved from Stapleton, Staten Island
They settled in Millburn two years later when Dettie-
gan dance lessons in tap and ballet in nearbydtom It
wasn't until she turned 14 that she began ballrdammc-
ing, but she must have been a quick study— byitine t
she was 16, Dottie had begun her career as a profes
ballroom dancer (late 1930’s). Her dancing partdehn
Schaible was looking for a new partner and “he dske

Volunteer Visions is debuting a new feature, Eye O, Yehich will high-
light the life and experiences of a different NeveEwolunteer each edition|
You all lead interesting lives and have fascinatingiss to tell, so please
share them with us. Our premier piece is thanks tGeDidarshall who so

generously gave me her time (and photos)!

short one-day leave and we got married,” reminidgetie.

“Bob got home on Friday morning and we were marfgday
night. His father called a minister he knew in Nleravidence
and drove us over to get married,” she continuéiccemember |
wore a navy blue dress; it was war-time so there aviot of ra-
tioning and of course not a lot of time to plamtfs.” Dottie was
a mere 19 years old and had her first child a lzar.

After her wedding, Dottie moved in with her in-laas29 Old
Short Hills Rd. and lived with them for five yea&he was no
longer professionally dancing, but she continueddaace in-
struction until the birth of her third baby. “Itgtigot to be too
much with the children,” Dottie explained.

When asked if she danced with her husband, DaitigHed She
and her husband moved into the house next dods foanents
and Dottie, who will turn 88 this year, remainsrthaow after 64
years.

and | said yes” recalled Dottie. They were knowriJame
and Johnny Drew” and performed at various venuel su
as the Brooklyn Academy of Music, the famous Stock
Hotel in Sea Girt and Fort Dix where they enterdithe
soldiers and their families. “People always askedifm
married my partner,” Dottie said, “but | didn'tmet my
husband when | was ice-skating at Taylor Park.d t&
and he was 14. He was always a special person.to me

Dottie was graduated from Millburn High School and
continued to professionally dance. She taughteées:
sons sponsored by the Millburn Recreation Departmen
and conducted private lessons. “I charged 25¢gs=z0h
and made about $40 a week,” Dottie said. In tham
time, she had been engaged to her future hustizod ,
Marshall, who had joined the Navy as a yeoman and
served for four and a half years. “Bob came homefo
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You DO Make a Difference:

“Your program has been awesome for our patients. Irour community, there are a few resources for helpiith eye exams but few if
any resources for glasses. Your program has helpedany of our patients get glasses to help them geatk to work and better daily
functioning. Thanks!” Hollie Butler, Echo Community Health Care, 315, Mulberry St. Evansville, IN

“New Eyes has made a big difference in my life. Since I've got my first pair of glasses | could see the world! It has made me
more confident about taking new approaches in life, so | take this time to thank New Eyes for their continuing support.”
Si Keith, 26, Philadelphia, PA

“As President of Team Healthcare and an optometngish to express our appreciation for your coméid support of mission trips.... My
trip in February to Annotto Bay, Jamaica was vewarding as | used all the glasses you gave tomanization, bringing smiles to pa-

tients who have not been able to see clearly farsy@Ve visited very poor areas where people caaffarid eye care.... | encourage youfto

continue the great work of giving sight to the né&bbert Purnell, President of Team Healthcare

“Thank you for the glasses. Now that | have glasséswill be so much easier in life. | will actuallybe able to see and drive at night. |
also won't have to strain my eyes to see the boam school. Thank you so much for the glasses.”
Lacie, 18, Pine City, MN

“Thank you so very much for the new glasses. It avatessing to be able to see right and read. Ne im@adaches and blurry vision. Ho
a lot of people in (my) situation can get the sdmip.” Angie, 56, North Platte, NE

"Thank you so much for the eyeglasses. We have just finished our two weeks in Bolivia. We have treated approximately 1600 patients....

The team of 14 Americans was joined by 12 Bolivians , including 4 Bolivian doctors. We visited an orpha nage (89 children) and about 20
villages. Your glasses were very popular to the peo  ple of these remote villages. People in Bolivia are reading tonight because of your
glasses. Thank you for your generous donation." Jul ie Dalacheck,, Project Helping Hands
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